Resolution to Eliminate the Special Institutional Fee
for Graduate Students at the University of Georgia

1. WHEREAS, graduate students are essential to UGA’s teaching and research mission, ensuring
UGA’s high-quality course offerings, excellence of instructional standards, performance of
groundbreaking research, mentorship of undergraduates, and overall student learning experience;
and,

2. WHEREAS, the University of Georgia imposes a mandatory $450 Special Institution Fee
(hereafter known as “SIF”) on all enrolled students per semester, including graduate students;
and,

3. WHEREAS, the SIF was created as an austerity measure in 2009 due to state funding
reductions?, but the 2020 University System of Georgia budget has exceeded the 2009 budget?;
and,

4. WHEREAS, the USG Board of Regents discussed a SIF sunset provision to take effect on
June 30, 2012 at the November 17, 2009 BoR meeting*; and,

5. WHEREAS, the SIF accounts for approximately 39-72% of the student fees that graduate
students pay each semester®; and,
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6. WHEREAS, unlike the Green® or Transportation’ fees, for example, graduate students do not
receive a service in-kind for this fee; and,

7. WHEREAS, SIF-funded programs largely benefit the undergraduate population, e.g. “First-
Year Odyssey,” enhancing academic advising via the “Exploratory Center,” experiential
learning, and “Double Dawgs™®; and,

8. WHEREAS, the only initiative that might directly benefit graduate students would be smaller
class sizes; however, data from the Common Data Set (to which UGA reports) indicate that
UGA s class sizes are merely average or even slightly above average®, and counting classes with
an enrollment of no more than 50 students, UGA is ranked 80th out of 93, with 91% of classes
having 27.5 students enrolled, and,

9. WHEREAS, the SIF funds graduate teaching assistantships®?, effectively making graduate
students pay to work for the university; and,

10. WHEREAS, most UGA graduate students who have teaching or research assistantships on
campus receive a tuition waiver, yet are only permitted to waive mandatory fees, including the
SIF, under very narrow circumstances, such as prior military service or being aged 62 or older!;
and,

11. WHEREAS, annual UGA graduate student fees are the fourth highest among a set of 70
comparable schools in the nation*?, undermining UGA’s ability to recruit highly qualified
graduate students; and,

12. WHEREAS, the SIF negatively affects graduate students’ studies by increasing financial
stress, causing graduate students to minimize their course load (in-class credit hours) to reduce
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certain fees, diminishing students’ intellectual experience, and disincentivizing departments to
offer diverse elective courses due to low enrollment; and,

13. WHEREAS, the special institution fee revenues are pooled with tuition, making the fee
effectively tuition by another name?3; and,

14. WHEREAS, a petition from the United Campus Workers of Georgia requesting that the
Special Institutional Fee be removed that received 1010 signatures, of which at least 781 were
graduate students, was submitted to Tracey Cook, Executive Vice Chancellor, on October 15,
2019, and President Morehead and UGA deans on November 13, 2019%*; and,

15. WHEREAS, other R1 universities in the southern United States, including Georgia Institute
of Technology®®, UNC-Chapel Hill'® and Louisiana State University!’, have recently resolved to
reduce or eliminate similar fees for graduate students;

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the Faculty Senate of Franklin College, acknowledges
the need to eliminate the SIF for graduate students at the University of Georgia; and,

THEREFORE, BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Faculty Senate encourages the Board of
Regents to eliminate the Special Institutional Fee for all graduate students at the University of
Georgia; and,

THEREFORE, BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Faculty Senate urges the University of
Georgia to work with the University System of Georgia Chancellor and the Chair of the Board of
Regents to eliminate the Special Institutional Fee for all graduate students.
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