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The University of Georgia 
Department of Geography ----------------® Room 204 
Telephone 704-542-2856 Franklin College of Arrs And Sciences Geography/Geology Building
Fax 706-542-2388 Athens, Georgia 30602-2502 
http:/ /www.ggy.uga.edu/ USA 

October 19, 2015 

Dr. Pamela Whitten 
Senior Vice President for Academic Affairs and Provost 
University of Georgia 
203 Administration Building 
Athens, Georgia, 30602-1651 

Dear Provost Whitten, 

The Franklin College of Arts and Sciences supports the creation of an Undergraduate 
Certificate of Urban and Metropolitan Studies, submitted by Dr. Steven Holloway, Dr. Hilda 
Kurtz, Dr. Jerry Shannon, Dr. Stephen Ramos, and Dr. Andrew Carswell. This certificate 
program will bolster UGA's offerings in the dynamic field of Urban Studies by drawing together 
currently disparate units across campus that focus on the multi-faceted dynamics that shape 
the cities, suburbs, and exurbs of metropolitan areas, along with the spaces that link them 
together. The certificate will appeal to undergraduate students across a wide array of majors 
who are interested in learning about contemporary urbanization processes and the 
relationships between people, space and the environment. Given the growing global 
significance of urbanization, the certificate will provide a solid academic foundation to students 
who seek careers in government, business and finance, the nonprofit sector, real estate, law, 
architecture, education, medicine, and heath, as well as the planning and design disciplines. 

The Certificate will be administratively housed in Geography, and its first Director will be Dr. 
Steven R. Holloway, a senior faculty member with an international research reputation and co­
author of Urban Geography, the leading undergraduate textbook in its field. The courses 
required for the certificate are already taught on a regular basis and no substantial additional 
resources are required to implement the program. 

We look forward to establishing what promises to be a timely and important new program. 

Sincerely, 

Steven R. Holloway Alan Dorsey, Dean 
Department of Geography Franklin College of Arts & Sciences 

An Equal Opporruniry/Aftinn'1ti\'c Action Institution 

www.ggy.uga.edu


~ l~ J(/&l!:~-Thomas L. Mote, Head 
Department of Geography Department of Sociology

I 

Claudio Saunt, Head 
Department of History 
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The University of Georgia 
----------------® 

College of Environment and Design 

October 26, 2015 

Dr. Pamela Whitten 
Senior Vice President for Academic Affairs and Provost 
University of Georgia 
203 Administration Building 
Athens, Georgia, 30602-1651 

Dear Provost Whitten, 

The College of Environment and Design (CED) is pleased to fully support the 
proposed Undergraduate Certificate of Metropolitan and Urban Studies, 
submitted by Dr. Steven Holloway, Dr. Hilda Kurtz, Dr. Jerry Shannon, Dr. Stephen 
Ramos, and Dr. Andrew Carswell. The certificate will not only appeal to 
undergraduate students across a broad spectrum of majors in which students study 
urban processes, it will also directly appeal to students in CED's Bachelor of 
Landscape Architecture (BLA) program because of its ongoing focus on urban 
design. 

BLA Coordinator, Professor David Spooner, assures me he will advise students 
about this important option as each of them considers various minor and certificate 
possibilities. 

We look forward to ongoing involvement as the program develops over the next few 
years. 

adenicek, Dean and 
air in Landscape Architecture 

Athens, Georgia 30602 • Telephone 706-542-1816 • Fax 706-542-4485 
An Equal Opportunity/ Affirmative Action Institution 
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------------------®Linda Kirk Fox 224 Dawson Hall 

Dean College of Family & Consumer Sciences Athens, Georgia 30602-2622 
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Fax 706-542-4862 October 23, 2015 
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Dr. Pamela Whitten 

Senior Vice President for Academic Affairs and Provost 

University of Georgia 

203 Administration Building 

Athens, Georgia, 30602-1651 

Dear Provost Whitten, 

The Department of Financial Planning, Housing and Consumer Economics (FHCE) and the College of Family 

and Consumer Sciences (FACS) support the development of an Undergraduate Certificate of Urban and 

Metropolitan Studies. This proposal will be submitted by Dr. Steven Holloway, Dr. Hilda Kurtz, Dr. Jerry 

Shannon, Dr. Stephen Ramos, and Dr. Andrew Carswell. The Certificate will be administratively housed in 

Geography, directed by Dr. Steven Holloway, Professor in Geography. 

The Urban and Metropolitan certificate program will teach students about the relationships between 

people, space and the environment. Students graduating with this certificate will be qualified for careers in 

real estate, government, business and finance, the nonprofit sector, architecture, and planning and design. 

We are confident this certificate will appeal to graduate students majoring in Consumer Economics and 

Housing as well as from other majors across campus. 

The FHCE courses listed as electives for the certificate, FHCE 3300 Housing in Contemporary Society, FHCE 

4310 Housing Policy, FHCE 4340S Housing and Community Development, FHCE 5310 Managing Nonprofit 

and Special Community Housing, and FHCE 4300 Advanced Housing Theory, are already taught on a regular 

basis and no substantial additional resources are required to implement the program. We look forward to 

being a part of this new certificate. 

Sincerely, 

Sheri Worthy, Professor and Head Linda Kirk Fox, Dean 

Department of Financial Planning, Housing & College of Family and Consumer Sciences 

Consumer Economics 

An Equal Opportunity/ Affirmative Action/Veteran/Disability Institution 

www.fcs.uga.edu
mailto:lkfox@uga.edu
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Benjamin C. Ayers, Dean 

The University of Georgia 
------------------® 335 Brooks Hall 

Earl Davis Chair in Taxation Terry College of Business Athens, Georgia 30602-6251 
Office of the Dean Telephone 706-542-8100 

Fax 706-542-3835 
busdean@uga.edu 

October 23, 2015 

Provost Pamela Whitten 
Office of the Senior Vice President for Academic Affairs and Provost 
University of Georgia 
203 Administration Building 
Athens, Georgia 30602-1561 

Dear Pam, 

The Terry College of Business supports the inclusion of ECON 4160 (Urban Economics) and REAL 4000 
(Real Estate) among the electives for the proposed Undergraduate Certificate of Urban and Metropolitan 
Studies, submitted by Steven Holloway, Hilda Kurtz, Jerry Shannon, Stephen Ramos, and Andrew 
Carswell. These courses focuses on the economics of urban and regional markets with an emphasis on 
location decisions of people and firms, growth and development of cities, optimal city size, transportation, 
housing markets, social problems, amenities, and quality of life. Given the aims of the certificate, a these 
courses would be an important component of the program of study. 

Sincerely, 

Benjamin C. Ayers Christopher Cornwell Henry Munneke 
Department of Economics Department of INS/LS/RE, 

Real Estate Program 

/abg 

An Equal Opportunity/Affirmative Action/Veteran/Disability Institution 
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The University of Georgia 
----------------® 

School of Public and International Affairs 
Department of Political Science 

October 23, 2015 

Dr. Pamela Whitten 
Senior Vice President for Academic Affairs and Provost 
University of Georgia 
203 Administration Building 
Athens, Georgia, 30602-1651 

Dear Provost Whitten, 

The Department of Political Science supports the creation of an Undergraduate Certificate of Urban 
and Metropolitan Studies, as submitted by Dr. Steven Holloway, Dr. Hilda Kurtz, Dr. Jerry 
Shannon, Dr. Stephen Ramos, and Dr. Andrew Carswell. The Department is happy to allow POLS 
4640 ("Urban Politics") to be listed as an elective course to be used toward the Certificate. 

Sincerely, 

~d Robert Grafstein, Associate Dean 
Department of Political Science School of Public and International Affairs 

Baldwin Hall • Athens, Georgia 30602-1615 • Telephone 706-542-2057 • Fax 706-542-4421 
An Equal Opportunity/ Affirmative Action Institution 



	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

	 	

    	
 	

	
   
	

           

      

       

              

      

        

          

     
     	

	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 		

	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 		

	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

	 	 	 	 	 	 		
	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

Undergrad Urban & Metropolitan Studies Certificate 10/23/15 

OUTLINE FOR AN INTERDISCIPLINARY 
CERTIFICATE PROGRAM 

I. Basic Information 

1. Institution University of Georgia Date October 23, 2015 

2. School/College Franklin College of Arts and Sciences 

3. Department/Division Department of Geography 

4. Certificate Title (as it will appear in the Bulletin) Urban and Metropolitan Studies 

5. Level (undergraduate or graduate) Undergraduate 

6. Proposed starting date for program Fall 2016 

7. Abstract of the program for the University Council's agenda: 

Provide a one or two page summary of the proposed program that includes an overview and 
highlights of the response to the criteria in Section II. 

The purpose of this certificate program is to combine interdisciplinary academic 
approaches with real world experiences to enable	students to develop	expertise in	how 

cities	and their metropolitan areas	are built, change over time and impact both 

residents and their	environments. 

The Certificate in Urban and Metropolitan Studies will bolster UGA’s offerings in the	
dynamic and	growing field	of Urban	Studies by bringing together units on	campus that 
focus on the multi-faceted urbanization dynamics that	shape the cities, suburbs and 

exurbs of metropolitan areas, along	with the spaces that link them together into	
dynamic megapolitan	regions. 

The Certificate will appeal to undergraduate students who are interested in learning 

why people live in cities, suburbs and exurban areas and the interrelationships between 

natural environment and	urban	form and	behavior. This topic is especially salient for 
students	interested in the very rapid urban growth experienced throughout the 

Southeast, including Georgia. Students will exit the	program understanding the	concrete	
steps	that address	seemingly intractable problems	like urban poverty, growing 

inequality and homelessness, environmental	degradation, financing of aging urban 

infrastructure and uneven access to quality education.	

Given the global significance of urbanization, a certificate in Urban and Metropolitan 

Studies opens several career paths: government, business and finance, the	nonprofit 

1 
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Undergrad Urban & Metropolitan Studies Certificate 10/23/15 

sector, real estate, law, architecture, education, medicine and health as well as arts and 

design. This certificate will provide students with	a combination	of domain	expertise and	
practical skills in	high	demand	in	both	the public and	private sector. The Certificate will 
also open multiple	pathways for students interested in post-Baccalaureate graduate and	
professional education. 

Applicants to	the certificate program must be degree-seeking University of Georgia 

students	and will be required to satisfy the requirements	of their chosen major in 

addition to earning	the	certificate. Once	students meet all of the	requirements for the	
certificate,	the 	Director 	will 	notify 	the 	Registrar’s 	office 	in 	order 	to 	place 	the 	Certificate 

of Urban and Metropolitan Studies on the	student’s transcript. 

No additional costs will be incurred in creating the Certificate in Urban and Metropolitan 

Studies. All of the	necessary courses either already exists are	on their way toward 

approval through the	CAPA system. Because	UGA already employs high-quality faculty 

from a range of	disciplines who cross-cut urban and metropolitan studies, there will be 

no	need	to	hire new faculty to	start the program and	administration	can	be adequately 

carried out by these faculty members. The UGA library maintains adequate holdings, 
and with the	addition of	other	on-line resources there are sufficient materials to support 
the program. There are adequate physical facilities to initiate and maintain the 

certificate program. 

8. Submit letters of support from the various academic unit heads involved in developing the 
program initiative or whose support is vital to its success. 

SIGNATURES: 

____________________________ 
Department Head Dean of School/College 

2 



	 	 	 	 	 	 	

	 	

        
	

              
       

        	
	

               
           

              
          

 
	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 			
	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

	 	 	 		 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	

Undergrad Urban & Metropolitan	Studies Certificate 10/23/15 

II. Response to the Criteria for All Programs 

The criteria that proposed new programs are expected to meet in order to be approved 
and implemented within the University of Georgia are listed below. Please provide 
sufficient explanation as to how the proposed program satisfies each criterion. 

1. The purpose and educational objectives of the program must be clearly stated, and must 
be consistent with the role, scope, and long-range development plan of the institution. 

A. State the purpose and educational objectives of the program and explain how the 
program complements the role, scope, and long-range development plan of the 
institution. 

The Certificate in Urban and Metropolitan Studies at UGA will combine	
interdisciplinary academic training with real-world experiential learning 

opportunities to	understand	how cities and	their metropolitan	areas are built, 
change over time and impact both	residents and	their environments. The	purpose	
of the	certificate	program is to	provide students with	a broad, interdisciplinary 

grounding	in conceptual frameworks related to cities, urbanization and 

metropolitan dynamics. The program	will combine academic	with experiential 
learning in a range of settings.	Urban Studies is by definition interdisciplinary, and 

the certificate program will foster	cross-fertilization among departments and 

colleges, including history, housing, criminology, sociology, planning, and geography. 

The	proposed	Urban and Metropolitan Studies Certificate Program will help 

position	UGA to fill a need in Urban Studies nationally by engaging with settings 
shaped by urbanization processes outside of the downtown	sections of large cities,	
including small and moderately sized cities	and their metropolitan areas. In 	the 

Southeast, urbanization has been a	very rapid process that has had very significant 
impacts on the economies and ecologies of states throughout the region.	In 

particular, ribbon-like urbanization now connects what were once separate urban 

places into	new and	rapidly growly conurbations. Programs that focus on the	range	
of Urban and Metropolitan contexts	are necessary	to prepare students	for the 

challenges	of today	and the future. Cities and	metropolitan	areas play an	
increasingly important role in political, economic and social	life, and are vitally 

important and richly complex objects of study in their own right.	 Many career 
paths,	including 	those 	in 	the 	public,	private,	and	non-profit sectors (e.g., planning, 
public administration, finance, real estate, and	housing, among others) are	
strengthened by a solid grounding in the geographical phenomena associated with 

historical and	contemporary urbanization; students in	the certificate program will	
develop	competencies in	critical analysis of such	issues as metropolitan	

3 



	 	 	 	 	 	 	

	 	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 		

	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

	 	 	 	 		 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

		 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 			

	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

	 	 	 		 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 		 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	

	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 		
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

	 	 	 	 	 		 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

Undergrad Urban & Metropolitan	Studies Certificate 10/23/15 

fragmentation, financial and housing crises, gentrification, suburbanization, and 

suburban immigrant destinations, to name a few. 

Presently, 8 departments in	5 colleges	offer courses	related to cities/	
urbanization/metropolitan	areas, yet students	with an interest in a career	in this	
area	have no formal mechanism for engaging	the topic in depth, or for exploring 

related course opportunities outside their	discipline. The result is that students 
often	fail to	get the “big picture” when	it comes to	solving problems related	to	cities 
and metropolitan areas. Those	who do take	significant coursework within or outside	
their	discipline to pursue this interest	receive no institutional	recognition for 
coursework	taken. The proposed certificate program will provide a formal 
mechanism	that better credentials UGA students to take on some of the many 

challenges	caught up in urbanization and metropolitan change. 

Because the rapid urban growth of	the Southeastern U.S. is projected to have a 

transformative impact	on resources, economic dynamics and political structures, 
training students who are prepared to make valuable contributions to society 

through their	knowledge of	cities	and metropolitan is	a significant contribution to 

the region’s future growth. Ultimately, one of	the main objectives of	the program 

will be to help	students learn	how to	transform knowledge about cities and 

urbanization	processes into urban practice in ways that provide solutions to 

explicitly urban problems. The	objectives of the	proposed	program are	to a) merge	
theoretical understandings of	urbanization with the practical skills needed to 

analyze	specific municipalities; b) understand the	structural forces shaping urban	
communities, with attention to the role of planning and economic	networks; and c) 
foster	expertise in techniques ranging from geospatial analysis to ethnographic field 

research. Training students with these objectives in mind, as well as	offering several 
opportunities for experiential learning, will provide students with	the knowledge 

and expertise	needed to more	effectively work for healthier and stronger cities both 

in the United States and abroad.	

Meeting these goals will help equip UGA students and graduates for career paths 
and/or graduate study	in fields impacted by	urban and metropolitan processes. 
These might include urban planning, the non-profit sector, real estate, law, 
architecture	and urban design, business and finance, education, government, 
medicine and health as well as arts and design. 

This proposal is consistent with	the	long-range development plan for	participating 

departments, colleges, and	university as a whole. The Urban and Metropolitan 

Studies Certificate	Program dovetails with the	emphasis of the University Strategic 

4 



	 	 	 	 	 	 	

	 	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 		 	 	 	 	 	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

	 	 	 	 	 	
	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 			

	
            

         
            

	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 		
	 	 	 	 	 	 	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	

	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

Undergrad Urban & Metropolitan	Studies Certificate 10/23/15 

Plan 2020	on building on undergraduate	excellence, which calls for educating 

students	to be “critical thinkers, problem solvers, and good collaborators	who 

recognize the value of	the opinions, ideas, and experiences	of their colleagues” 
(UGA 2012:4-5). The	certificate	program’s interdisciplinarity and attention to 

experiential learning	position it well to “to encourage	students to discover 
connections	among disciplines, to connect their knowledge with choices and 

actions, to generate	questions and solutions regarding	real life	challenges, and to 

demonstrate a deeper understanding of complex problems and	problem-solving 

through reflection and research” (UGA 2012:5). 

In 	short, 	as a foundational credential in	urban	studies, the certificate program will 
position	students to	play meaningful roles in	understanding the causes and	
ramifications of	urbanization, the planning of	cities and how policy implementation 

occurs in	cities both	within	the State of Georgia but also	the world	over. 

B. Describe the interdisciplinary nature of the proposed program. Which school(s) or 
college(s) and department(s) will be involved in the development of the program? 
Describe the expected stage of development for this program within five years. 

The certificate program requires students to take courses from at least two units. In 

addition, elective	courses can be	drawn from seven units in three	colleges. The	
diffused	nature of urban-oriented	course offerings to	date both	helps	explain why, 
as of yet, UGA lacks a	focused urban studies program, and underscores the	
important opportunities to foster interdisciplinary urban-focused dialog centered on 

instruction, research, and service at UGA.	Several	participating departments have 

significant coursework related to urban issues. This	includes	Financial Planning, 
Housing, and Consumer economics, which has courses and programs focused on 

urban	housing issues. The College of Environment and	Design	already offers a 

graduate	degree	in Environmental	Planning and Design.	Several	of these courses are 

open	to	undergraduate students and	address substantial urban	themes. Based	on	
discussions with	many undergraduate students over the last five years, a certificate 

in Urban and Metropolitan Studies	will provide ideal pre-professional academic 
training for	students interested in pursuing graduate-level	professional	training in 

Planning, Public Administration or any of several design-related disciplines. Other	
departments offering urban-themed courses	include Sociology, whose related 

Criminal Justice program offers courses focused	specifically on	urban	policing and	
crime policy, and History, who offers	several courses	related to global cities. 
Geography, the home of this certificate, has made a concerted effort	to increase its 
own	course offerings on	a range of urban	issues, and	urban	geography has 
historically been	one of the major subfields within	the discipline. Through	
collaboration and program development, we also hope that the certificate will spur 

5 



	 	 	 	 	 	 	

	 	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	

	 	

Undergrad Urban & Metropolitan	Studies Certificate 10/23/15 

more departments across campus to offer courses relevant to the certificate. Over 
the next	five years, we will collaboratively	identify	additional courses	that expand 

the range of	course offerings. 

6 
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2. There must be a demonstrated and well-documented need for the 
program. 

A. Explain why this program is necessary. 

Two trends illuminate the need for the Certificate in Urban and Metropolitan Studies 
at UGA. First, student interest in the	nature	of and issues pertaining	to urban and 

metropolitan places has steadily increased over the last several decades. Numerical 
support for this	claim is	provided in section 3 below. In addition, according to the 

Office of Institutional Research, of the 23,333 undergraduates enrolled at UGA in Fall 
2014, 12,973	of them (55.6%) were	from the	10	county Atlanta	metropolitan area, 
showing that most UGA students	have grown up in an urban environment and may 

have interest in	issues shaping metropolitan	areas. 

B. In addition, provide the following information: 
1) Semester/Year of Program Initiation: Fall 2016 
2) Semester/Year Full Implementation of Program: Spring 2017 
3) Semester/Year First Certificates will be awarded: Spring 2017 
4) Annual Number of Graduates expected (once the program is established): 10-15 
5) Projected Future Trends for number of students enrolled in the program: 

Because UGA’s course offerings in urban studies-related content	are rich, but	
diffused	across colleges and	unites, the catalytic impact of this program is projected 

to be significant. We anticipate that	in ten years, we will have an average of	25-30	
students	completing certificate requirements	in a given year, with 50-60	students 
actively enrolled each year. 

7 
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3. There must be substantial evidence that student demand for the program will be sufficient 
to sustain reasonable enrollments in the program.  

A. Provide documentation of the student interest in the program, and define what a 
reasonable level of enrollment is for a program of this type. Provide evidence that 
student demand will be sufficient to sustain reasonable enrollments. 

We administered an online survey to existing Geography majors/minors and to 

students	enrolled in several current and recent sections	of Urban Geography 

courses	in order to assay	the level of student interest in	a new Urban and 

Metropolitan Studies. Out of 73	responses, 50 indicate that	they are “Very 

Interested” 	(31) 	or 	“Interested” 	(19)	in the program, and	an	additional 14 might be 

interested with additional	information.	The undergraduate degree objectives of the 

students	who indicated interest span a wide range of UGA’s	degree programs, 
including Advertising (1), Anthropology (2), Cognitive Science (1), Computer Science 

(1), Consumer Economics (4), Criminal Justice (3), Economics (2), English (1), 
Environmental Engineering (2), Finance (1), Geography (24), History (1), Housing (9), 
International	Affairs 	(3), Journalism (2), Management	(2), Mass Media Arts (1), 
Mathematics (1), Middle School Education (1), Philosophy (1), Psychology (1), Public 
Relations (1), Real Estate (1), Religion	(1), Romance Languages (1), Sociology (16), 
Social Work (1), and Statistics (1) (double	majors are	double	counted in these	
numbers). This demonstrates both	a sufficient level and the	interdisciplinary nature 

of interest in the Certificate Program.	Anonymous student comments include 

affirmations of enthusiasm; “Amazing	idea! Applicable	for today’s job market and 

already amazing	classes in this area	(Geography major),” and “I used to be	a	
geography	major . . . after I left, I began to take	Urban Geography classes which 

sparked my interest in switching back to geography as	my major. A certificate like 

this is exactly what	I am looking to study!” A student	majoring in International 
Affairs commented	that “This sounds incredible! I	likely won't be able to take it, but I	
know I would have gone for it had this been a program when I came into college! It's 
super relevant, particularly with all the recent trends	in urbanization, gentrification, 
suburban sprawl, and the like. Having	a	certificate	program would give	a	lot of grads 
the skills they need to get	careers in urban settings in America.” A student	double 

majoring in Criminal Justice and Sociology noted that “I would have been very 

interested in this program had it been offered before	I was set to graduate. I hope	
that	it	gets approved!” 

We feel that the Certificate can be sustained by 15-20	enrolled students, with about 
half graduating each	academic year. Given	that the majority of courses listed	as Core 

Requirements or Electives are already being taught on	a regular basis, we do	not 
anticipate	enrollment difficulties. 
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B. In addition, provide the following information: 

To what extent will minority student enrollments be greater than, less than, or 
equivalent to the proportion of minority students in the total student body? 

We anticipate that minority student enrollment in the Urban and Metropolitan 

Studies Certificate	Program will match and perhaps exceed that of the	participating 

units. Faculty research	programs and course topics	include many	issues	that directly	
affect socially marginalized populations (economic/racial segregation, uneven 

patterns of urban	development, inequitable exposure to	hazards, etc.), and	so	we 

will strive to have higher than average enrollment from those groups as a result. 
One course, GEOG 4631, is seeking to be cross-listed by African American Studies. 

9 
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4. The design and curriculum of the program must be consistent with appropriate 
disciplinary standards and accepted practice. 

Provide the following information: 

A. Present a detailed curriculum outline of the program listing specific course 
requirements (to include programs of study, course prefix, number, and title). 

Total required	credits: 12 

Required core courses, 6 credits: 

GEOG3630/E (Introduction to Urban Geography)	will be offered every Fall and 

Spring semester	and during most summer	terms. Geography will offer	at least 
one	46xx course	each	academic year. All courses listed	below are	3	credits 
unless otherwise	indicated	-- primary instructor is indicated	in	parentheses. 
There	are	additional urban-title or themed courses listed in the UGA Bulletin, 
but have	not been	recently taught. If these	courses are	revived, we	will be	
happy to	add	them to	the	list of electives. Students are	encouraged	to	petition	
the Director of	the program for course substitutions. The	program Director and	
Steering Committee will seek to expand this list of courses as new	courses are 

developed	across campus and	in	case	we	are	currently unaware	of potentially 

relevant courses. UGA Faculty from any unit will be encouraged to request	that	
their courses be included,	contingent 	upon 	approval	by 	the Steering 

Committee. 

● GEOG3630/E Introduction to Urban Geography (Kurtz, Holloway) 
● One of the following courses : 

○ GEOG4630, Advanced Urban Geography, (Heynen, Kurtz) 
○ GEOG4631, Race, Inequality,	and 	the 	American 	City 	(Holloway) 
○ GEOG4632, Urban Social Movements (Heynen) 
○ GEOG4633, Urban Political Ecology (Heynen) 
○ GEOG(INTL)(HIST)4634, Paris and Modernity:	Power 	Politics,	and 

Identity in 	the 	City - Study Abroad (Herod) 
○ GEOG4635, Cities and Film, in development (Barkan, Holloway, Kurtz) 

Electives, 6	credits (at least one course must be from outside Geography): 
● No more than one additional course from the GEOG46xx sequence listed 

above,	and 	no 	more 	than 3 	total 	Geography 	courses 
● Upon approval by the Program Director, no more than one instance (3 credit	

maximum) of ONE of the following may be used: 

10 



	 	 	 	 	 	 	

	

 	 	 	 	
 	 	
 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

 	 	 		
 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

	
 	 	 	 	 	 	
 	 	 	 	
 	 	 	 	 	 	
 	 	 	 	 	
 	 	 	 	
 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
 	 	 	 	
 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
 	 	 	 	 	 	
 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
 	 	 	
 	 	 	 	
 	 	 	
 	 	 	 	 	 	
 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
 	 	 	 	
 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	

 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	

 	 	 	 	 	
 	 	 	 	 	 	

	
 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

	

Undergrad Urban & Metropolitan	Studies Certificate 10/23/15 

○ 4xxx-level	discipline-specific	independent or directed readings	
○ Internship (for	credit) 
○ Supervised research (e.g., CURO or Honors Thesis) 

● ECON4160, Urban Economics 
● EDES4270/E, Environmental Design Uses of Geographic Information	Systems 

(Rivero) 
● EDES4640, History of Urban Planning (Ramos) 
● EDES(PLAN)4650, City Planning (Ramos) 
● FHCE3300, Housing in Contemporary Society (Skobba) 
● FHCE4300, Advanced Housing Theories (Carswell) 
● FHCE4310, Housing Policy (Carswell) 
● FHCE4340S, Housing & Community Development (Skobba	& Tinsley) 
● FHCE5310, Managing Nonprofit and Special Community Housing (Skobba) 
● GEOG4160, Applied Climatology in the Urban Environment (Shepherd) 
● GEOG4380, Transportation GIS (Yao) 
● GEOG4385, Community GIS, undergoing review (J. Shannon) 
● GEOG4890, Athens Urban Food Collective (Kurtz,Heynen, & Trauger) 
● HIST3170, History of American Cities (Reason) 
● HIST3690, East Asian Cities: Urban Life in Premodern and Modern China and Japan 

● LAND4120, Designing	Healthy	Places (Wasserman) 
● POLS4640, Urban Politics (Bramlett) 
● REAL4000, Real Estate 

● SOCI3140, Social Control of Crime	(S. Shannon) 
● SOCI3150, Criminal Punishment and Society (S. Shannon) 
● SOCI3810, Criminology (S. Shannon) 
● SOCI3820, Communities and Crime	(S. Shannon, T. McNulty) 

These courses are grouped into several suggested themes for students (students 
may design their own themes in consultation with their advisor): 

● Culture, Society, and	Politics: FHCE3300, FHCE4300, GEOG4631, GEOG4632, 
GEOG4634, GEOG4635, HIST3170, HIST3690, POLS4640, SOCI3140, 
SOCI3150, SOCI3810, SOCI3820 

● Policy and Planning: ECON4160, EDES4640, EDES4650, FHCE4310, 
FHCE4340S, GEOG4631,	LAND4120 

● Cities and	Nature: GEOG4160, GEOG4633, GEOG4890 

● Community Engagement: FHCE4340S, FHCE5310, GEOG4385, GEOG4632, 
GEOG4890 

● Urban & Community GIS: EDES4270/E, GEOG4380, GEOG4385 

11 
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B. Identify which aspects of the proposed curriculum already exist and which 
constitute new courses. 

Most of the courses listed as Core or Elective requirements for the certificate 

already exist and are	either taught regularly or have	been taught in the	recent 
past. GEOG4385 (Community GIS) is currently in the curriculum review process, 
and GEOG4635	(City in Film) is a	new course	to be	proposed during	Fall 2015. 
GEOG4634 (Paris and Modernity) was recently approved to be a core part of the 

Paris Study Abroad program administered	by Dr. Andy Herod. 

C. Identify model programs, accepted disciplinary standards, and accepted curricular 
practices against which the proposed program could be judged. Evaluate the extent to 
which the proposed curriculum is consistent with these external points of reference and 
provide a rationale for significant inconsistencies and differences that may exist. 

Several prominent peer and aspirational institutions offer urban and metropolitan 

studies	certificate programs (see table below). Many more offer fully developed major 
and minor programs. For example, the	University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee offers a 

certificate through the Department of Urban Studies	as	an option for non-majors. 
Princeton offers a	certificate	through their Urban Studies Department, which includes 
15	credit hours and two required courses similar to those	offered in our certificate	
(introductory and advanced urban studies). Cal State Long Beach offers a certificate 

program with	a very high	credit hour requirement (23), but a similar set of two 

required courses and tracks in either	applied or	theoretical urban studies. Our	lower	
credit hour requirement reflects	the early	stages	of our program development and is	
in line with other certificates offered at UGA, many of which require 12 or 15	credit 
hours. 

Institution 
Undergrad/ 

Grad Administrative Home/Unit 

California State University-Long	Beach U Geography 

Indiana 	University 	Bloomington U School of Public and Environmental Affairs 

Princeton University U Program in Urban Studies 

University of Southern Florida U School of Public Affairs 

University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee U Urban Studies Programs 

Simon Fraser University (Canada) U Geography 

York University (Canada) U Social Science: Urban Studies 

Many more colleges and universities offer	undergraduate minors or	majors focused on 

urban	studies, including Arizona State University, Bard, Barnard-Columbia, Brown	

12 



	 	 	 	 	 	 	

	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	

	
	

            
      

 
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 		

	
	

	 	

Undergrad Urban & Metropolitan	Studies Certificate 10/23/15 

University, Cleveland State University, Fordham, MIT, The New School, New York 

University, Northwestern, Portland State University, Queens College, San Jose State, 
Stanford, Temple, UC Berkeley, UC San Diego, UC Irvine, University of New Orleans, 
University of Pennsylvania, University of Pittsburgh, University of Texas-Arlington, 
University of Texas-Austin, University of Washington-Tacoma, University of Wisconsin-
Milwaukie, Virginia Commonwealth, Wayne State University, and Washington University 

in St.	Louis, among others.	Some	of the	larger Urban Studies degree-granting	programs 
offer specialized	certificates. For example, the Maxine	Goodman Levine	College	of 
Urban Affairs at Cleveland State University offers undergraduate certificate programs in	
Public Management, Sustainable	Urban Development, and Urban Geographic 
Information 	Systems. 

D. If program accreditation is available, provide an analysis of the ability of the 
program to satisfy the curricular standards of such specialized accreditation. 

Formal accreditation is not available, but we intend to enroll UGA as an 

institutional	member of the Urban Affairs Association (UAA) with this	certificate 

program serving as the central contact for the University. 

13 
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5. Faculty resources must be adequate to support an effective 
program. 

A. Define the size, experience, and specializations of the full-time faculty needed to 
support an effective program. Identify the extent to which such faculty resources 
currently exist at the institution, and what additions to the faculty will be needed to fully 
implement the program. Specify how many full-time faculty will provide direct 
instructional support to this program. 

Sufficient faculty expertise	currently exists at UGA to support this certificate	– no	
additional faculty will be	necessary to successfully implement the	proposed 

Certificate program. A	successful and	effective Certificate program can	be supported 

by as few as 5 full-time faculty. 

B. In addition, for each faculty member directly involved in this program, list: 

1) Name, rank, degrees, academic specialty, educational background 

Name Rank Degree Academic Specialty 

Educational 
Background 

Steven	R. Holloway Professor Ph.D. Urban geography, 
race & inequality, 
segregation, 
neighborhood	
change 

Urban Geography, 
Demography, 
Sociology 

Hilda Kurtz Associate Professor Ph.D. Urban geography, race 
and racialization, food 
politics 

Human Geography 

Jerry Shannon Assistant Professor Ph.D. Food access and food 
security, health and 
neighborhood	design, 
community	engaged 
research 

Human 
Geography/GIS 

Jennifer	Rice Assistant Professor Ph.D. Political ecology, 
climate, urban 
development 

Human Geography 

Nik Heynen Professor Ph.D. Urban political ecology, 
food systems 

Human Geography 

14 
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Joshua E. Barkan Associate Professor Ph.D. Critical social theory; 
Legal studies; Historical 
Geography of 
Capitalism 

American	Studies 

Andrew Herod Distinguished 
Research	Professor 

Ph.D. Architecture, urban	
planning & the spatial 
politics of the built 
environment 

Labor Geography 

Angela X. Yao Associate Professor Ph.D. GIScience; Urban & 
Transportation 
Modeling, Network 
Science, Location-
based	Social Media 
Data 

Geography, 
Urban/Regional 
Analysis 

James Marshall 
Shepherd 

Georgia Athletic 
Association	
Distinguished 
Professor 

Ph.D. Urban climatology,	
Hydroclimate 
processes, Mesoscale 
weather 

Physical 
Meteorology 

Andrew T. 
Carswell 

Associate Professor Ph.D. Residential Property 
Management, 
Homeownership, 
Mortgage Finance 

Urban Affairs & 
Public Policy, 
Business Economics, 
Finance 

Kimberly Skobba Assistant Professor Ph.D. Housing & income 
precarity, Community 
development & social 
capital 

Design, Housing & 
Apparel, Housing 
Studies 

Karen Tinsley Public Service	
Associate 

Ph.D. Community housing, 
Workforce housing, 
Housing and 
demographic linkages 

Economics 

Sarah Shannon Assistant Professor Ph.D. Social effects of 
incarceration, Relation 
of crime and	welfare 

Sociology/Criminal 
Justice 

Thomas L. 
McNulty 

Associate Professor Ph.D. Criminology; Urban	
Sociology 

Sociology 

Stephen J. Ramos Assistant Professor D.Design Infrastructure, 
urbanism, 
international	
development 

Urban Planning & 
Design 
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Rosanna Rivero Assistant Professor Ph.D. Urban & Regional 
Planning, 
Environmental 
Planning, Geospatial 
Technologies, 
Geodesign 

Urban & Regional 
Planning; 
Interdisciplinary 
Ecology 

John F. Crowley, III Professor Ph.D. Urban Planning, Design 
&	Development 

Architecture, Art 
History, Regional & 
City Planning, Urban	
Geography 

Umit Yilmaz Professor Ph.D. Urban Design, Town 
Planning 

Architecture, Urban	
Design, City Planning 

Judith Wasserman Associate Professor MLA, 
MRP 

Health and Wellness in 
Urban Environments, 
Urban Design 

Landscape 
Architecture, 
Regional Planning, 
Anthropology 

Akela Reason Assistant Professor Ph.D. U.S. urban history in 
the 19th-20th 
centuries 

History 

Ari D. Levine Associate Professor Ph.D. Premodern Chinese	
History 

East Asian Languages 
and Cultures 

2) Special qualifications related to this program 

All faculty have a background	and	expertise related	to	urbanization, and	urban	
and metropolitan issues in their respective	disciplines 

3) Relevant professional and scholarly activity for past five years 

Collectively, faculty associated	with	the certificate program have maintained	
active	programs of teaching	and scholarly research appropriate	to their 
professorial rank that includes university-level	 teaching and/or research 

publications in	peer-reviewed journals appropriate to their	discipline that	are 

related to urban studies. 

4) Projected responsibility in this program and required adjustments in 
current assignments 

Faculty affiliated with this Certificate	program will teach certificate	coursework as 

16 
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part of their regular teaching assignments. Administrative responsibility for	the 

program will reside in	the Department of Geography. 

C. Where it is deemed necessary to add faculty in order to fully develop the program give 
the desired qualifications of the persons to be added. 

It is 	not 	deemed 	necessary 	to add any faculty to launch the	program. 

17 
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6. Library, computer, and other instructional resources must be sufficient to adequately 
support the program. 

A. Describe the available library resources for this program and the degree to which they 
are adequate to support an effective program. Identify the ways and the extent to which 
library resources need to be improved to adequately support this program. 

All resources are sufficient. There is no	need	for improvement. 

B. Likewise, document the extent to which there is sufficient computer equipment, 
instructional equipment, laboratory equipment, research support resources, etc. available 
to adequately support this program. Specify improvements needed in these support 
areas. 

Our respective units, departments, colleges, and faculty have	the	computer and 

instructional	resources necessary to support this program. 

18 
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7. Physical facilities necessary to fully implement the program must be available. 

Describe the building, classroom, laboratory, and office space that will be available for 
this program and evaluate their adequacy to fully support an effective program. Plans for 
allocating, remodeling, or acquiring additional space to support the program's full 
implementation of the program should also be identified. 

Our respective	units, departments, colleges, and faculty have	access to the	
classrooms	needed to support this	program. 

19 
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8. The expense to the institution (including personnel, operating, equipment, facilities, 
library, etc.) required to fully implement the program must be identified. 

A. Detailed funding to initiate the program and subsequent annual additions required to 
fully implement the program are needed below. Estimates should be based upon funding 
needed to develop an effective and successful program and not upon the minimal 
investment required to mount and sustain a potentially marginal program. 

First Year Second Year Third Year 
(1)	 Personnel $	 0.00 $	 0.00 $	 0.00 

(2)	 Operating Costs $	 0.00 $	 0.00 $	 0.00 

(3)	 Capital Outlays $	 0.00 $	 0.00 $	 0.00 
(4)	 Library	Acquisitions $	 0.00 $	 0.00 $	 0.00 

(5)	 Total $	 0.00 $	 0.00 $	 0.00 

B. Indicate the extent of student support (fellowships, assistantships, scholarships, etc.) 
available for this program, and evaluate the adequacy of this support. Assistantships 
funded from institutional (as opposed to sponsored) funds should be included in this 
funding analysis as well. 

We do not seek to provide assistantships specifically tied to this certificate program. 

20 
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9. Commitments of financial support needed to initiate and fully develop the program must be 
secured. 

A. Identify the sources of additional funds needed to support the program and the 
probability of their availability. 

There are no additional direct costs anticipated	as participating units already 

teach the courses that	we list	as core or	elective requirements of	the certificate. 

B. It is particularly important to include in this response the long-range plans for 
additional or expanded facilities necessary to support an effective program. Evaluate 
the timing and likelihood of such capital funding. 

If 	enrollment 	grows 	so 	that 	undue 	administrative 	burden is 	borne 	by 	the 

Program Director, additional funds will be sought to provide a course release 

and/or administrative	assistance. 

21 
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10. Provisions must be made for appropriate administration of the program within the 
institution and for the admission to and retention of students in the program in keeping 
with accepted practice. 

Describe and evaluate the structure for the administration of the program. Explain the 
degree to which that structure is in keeping with good practice and accepted standards. 
Similarly, explain how and by what criteria students will be admitted to and retained in 
the program, and how these procedures are consistent with accepted standards for 
effective and successful programs. 

The Urban and Metropolitan Studies Certificate program will be administratively 

housed	in	the Department of Geography. The Program Director will be a member of 
the Department	of	Geography faculty and will be responsible for	appropriately 

administering	the	program within	the institution. A Steering Committee of at least 
four	additional members drawn from the academic faculty of	at	least	three 

departments in at least two colleges will	ensure the interdisciplinary nature of the 

program. The initial Program Director will be Dr. Steven	Holloway, who	commits to	
serving in this	capacity for at least three years. Steering Committee members will 
commit to serving for	at	least	two years, staggered so as to ensure continuity across 
academic years. Nominations for Steering Committee membership	will be reviewed	
and voted upon by the	existing	Steering Committee members. Nominations for 
Program Director will be	reviewed and voted upon by the	existing	Steering 

Committee members, contingent upon	approval by the Head	of the Department of 
Geography. The Program Director will convene the Steering Committee for a 

meeting at least once per academic year. The responsibilities of the Steering 

Committee include (a) reviewing course requirements for the certificate and	
updating as needed, including reviewing requests for additions and	course 

substitutions, (b) nominating and voting upon replacement and additional Steering 

Committee membership, (c) nominating and voting upon Program	Director, (d) 
advising	certificate	students, and (e) advancing	the	interests of interdisciplinary 

urban	and	metropolitan studies in their home units and among current and 

potential future students. 

In 	addition to the Steering Committee, all University of	Georgia faculty and 

academic staff members will be	eligible	to request Affiliate	status. Requests will be	
reviewed and approved by the Steering Committee. 

Admission	of students into	the undergraduate Urban and Metropolitan Studies 
certificate program will be restricted to degree-seeking undergraduate students	in 

good standing	according	to the	standards implemented by	the	University	of Georgia. 
In 	addition, 	recently 	graduated 	students 	may 	enroll	as a	non-degree seeking post-

22 
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baccalaureate student in	order to	complete the certificate program requirements. 
Students who meet these	requirements may select the	certificate	from within 

Athena and	will be required	to	(a) register their intention	to	complete the certificate 

via a digital form to be developed and submitted to the Program Director, (b) 
successfully complete all certificate course requirements	with a grade of “B” or 
better, and	(c) meet for advisement each	semester with	the Program Director or an	
delegate advisor familiar with the requirements of the program.	All	certificate-
seeking students	will be reviewed once annually by the Steering Committee in	order 
to ensure adequate progress. 
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